CHAPTER 17
FABRICS
Historical Background. It is probable that the earliest form
of weaving was the interlacing of reeds for shelter. This was fol-
lowed by basket weaving.. Later, fibers were woven into cloth
which could be substituted for the pelts worn by early man.
Archaeologists have discovered evidences of spinning and weav-
ing in the very oldest of the homes of prehistoric man. Among
the ruins of the Swiss Lake Dwellers of the Stone Age were found
fragments of fabrics of linen and wool, some of them decorated
with designs of human figures. During the Bronze Age, spindles,
looms, and needles almost like those used by some primitive tribes
today were developed.
The earliest of ancient history reveals the great skill of the
East in spinning, weaving, dyeing, and ornamenting fabrics of
wool, flax, cotton, and silk. The whole process of textile making
is depicted on the walls of the ruins of Thebes, Babylon, and
Nineveh. Ancient Egyptian mummy cloths and Coptic textiles
are among the finest in existence. The knowledge of spinning
and weaving spread westward from the East. Greece and Italy
taught Spain, France, and Flanders; from them Germany learned,
and in turn taught England and Scandinavia.
In America ancient Peruvians wove cloth of fine conventional
design and of exquisite colors, which has lasted at least a thousand
years. In the homes of the Cliff Dwellers of the southwestern
United States fragments of different types of textiles have been
discovered. Some American Indian and some Mexican Indian
tribes still work today as primitive weavers have since the craft
began.
The power loom which was invented early in the nineteenth
century is not fundamentally different from early hand looms,-'al-
though1 improvements now equip it for weaving much more intri-
cate patterns.
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